Task Force to Study the 
Reduction of State Agency Paper and Duplicative Procedures

October 21, 2010, Room 2600 of the LOB
Meeting Minutes

The meeting called to order at 3:03 pm by Representative Sandy Nafis. 

Those present:  Rep. Nafis, Peter Bartucca, Jared Schmitt, Joseph Oros, Angela Taetz, and John Forbes.

Those absent: Heather Severance and Jeffrey Bogoian.

Guest speaker was Paula Pearlman, Commission Counsel of the Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission.   

The following items were discussed:

1. Peter Bartucca shared his thoughts on paper record storage versus scanning documents in a cost comparison, in which he provided the members a handout along with the relevant materials. Paula Pearlman theorized that the Freedom of Information Commission would find the conclusions of the report acceptable as long as the documents would still be available to the public upon request. Agency meeting notices were highlighted as an example of many records that could be streamlined to enable access to records without the paper waste.
2. Joseph Oros asked Paula Pearlman for a definition of FOI interpretation of public records for the benefit of the task force members. Jared Schmitt asked for any applicable case law on the subject or precedents. Paula Pearlman pointed out that the statute was very broad and reminded the task force that just because it is a matter of public record doesn’t, necessarily, always make a document able to be disclosed.
3. A discussion was had regarding the issues facing agencies in transferring to electronic media. One of the issues was the fear that online storage could be compromised and lost. Paula Pearlman acknowledged that the Public Records Administration had primary jurisdiction over the issue.

4. John Forbes commented that he was surprised to hear that the Office of Program Review and Investigations was conducting an E-government survey. Rep. Nafis cautioned against overlap and redundancy and has reached out to PRI’s Co-Chairwoman Mushinsky to confer and consolidate efforts as applicable. Peter Bartucca mentioned redundancy in records and that a management plan could come in effect after some discussion.
5. Paula Pearlman thanks the task force members for their time. Rep. Nafis thanked her for her time and asked her back sometime in the future. Paula Pearlman left.

6. Angela Taetz talked about her desire to have all future correspondence and presentations in a collaborative format electronically. All members present agreed. Angela offered to spearhead looking into possibilities and report back next meeting. 

7. Rep. Nafis asked members to review the proposed survey questions and the PRI draft. All members expressed a desire to bring CORE-CT in a future meeting to talk about the possibility of eliminating the paycheck stubs or opting in to receive them electronically.

The next meeting will be held November 04, 2010, at 3:00 PM
The meeting was adjourned at 4:08 PM.
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